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placed persons.  And now the populace of Munich saw this their

King so changed, without feeling or understanding for anybody or

anything except this bewitching 'black devil, who, with her coal

black hair, her black clothes and black horses, yet beautiful as a

dream, stormed through Munich, with her light blue enchanting

eyes and impudent manner turning everything upside down'.

Yet even though they had frequent disagreements with the King,

at heart their affection, in these early days of 1848, was still

undiminished. Some decrees by the Ministry, such as the abolition

of the censorship, for example, made a temporary good impression,

but the daily spectacle of all manner of annoyances connected

with Lola Montez soon wiped this out.   Officials and military felt

themselves between the upper and nether millstone.   On the one

hand, they lost their daily bread if they offended the King, and

on the other they were infuriated if they had to wait on Lola

Montez.   And the more she felt this disdain, the more violently

and passionately she demanded from her adorer that he should

compel the world to do her honour. Ludwig still acceded to all her

requests.  The new Minister of War, von Hohenhausen, declared

that he did not consider it compatible with his position to visit

the dancer.    One evening, therefore, the King invited him, in

front of everyone, to spend the evening with him at the house in

the Barerstrasse. The Minister of War nearly wept with shame and

anger, and when he attempted to make excuses the King replied:

'Hohenhausen, as your King and Master, I order you to do it/

All Munich waited breathlessly  to  see whether  Prince zu

Oettingen-Wallerstein, the head of the Government which they

called the 'Lola Ministry', would submit to the King and visit the

dancer.  The Prince had no intention of doing this;  he regarded

the King's obsession as a real misfortune and made every possible

effort to find a way of escape.    In  a memorandum dated

i6th December, which he submitted to the King, the Prince gave

an urgent warning and prophesied dire results if Ludwig I did not

keep Lola Montez in check. That only resulted in her venting her

burning hatred on Oettingen-Wallerstein, and she informed every

one who would listen that she would encompass his downfall as

she had that of others.   The Minister refused to be deterred and

drew up another memorandum which he handed to Sir O. Murray,

an Englishman in Lola Montez' circle of acquaintances, asking

him to hand it to her.  In it the Prince described the danger the

lady was deliberately courting, and at the same time reminded